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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Objections 

1. Claim 5 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75 as being a substantial duplicate of claim 6. 
When two claims in an application are duplicates or else are so close in content that they both 
cover the same thing, despite a slight difference in wording, it is proper after allowing one claim 
to object to the other as being a substantial duplicate of the allowed claim. See MPEP 
§ 706.03(k). 

In claim 5 line 3, the applicants recite ..."preparing a solution"... whereupon this is 
essentially equivalent to that recited in claim 6 lines 3-4, where the applicants recite ..." a 
suspension. . . heating the suspension. . ." thus creating similarly a solution. 

2. Claim 7 is objected to under 37 CFR 1.75(c) as being in improper form because a 
multiple dependent claim should refer to other claims in the alternative only, and/or, cannot 
depend from any other multiple dependent claim. See MPEP § 608.01(n). Accordingly, the 
claim has not been further treated on the merits. 

3. Claim 8 is objected to because of the following informalities: in line 3, the applicants 
recite. . ."and can not a 140 mesh. . .", where the applicants may have intended to say. . . " and can 
not pass through a 140 mesh..". 

Appropriate correction is required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112 
1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject matter, which the applicant regards as his invention. 
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2. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

The term "a temperature" in claim 2 is a relative term, which renders the claim indefinite. 
The term "a temperature" is not defined by the claim, the specification does not provide a 
standard for ascertaining the requisite degree, and one of ordinary skill in the art would not be 
reasonably apprised of the scope of the invention. In claim 2 lines 4-5, the applicants recite . . ."a 
temperature in the range from the transition temperature to said temperature +30°C\ without 
defining what "a temperature" is. The applicant may have intended to mean that the transition 
temperature is the starting temperature for the range of temperature. 

3. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "said temperature" in line 5. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 
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5. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Cocco 
(USPatent 4815498, USPat % 498). 

The instant application provides a process for preparing crystalline parahydroxybenzoic 
acid anhydride, comprising variations in the step of precipitating and isolating 
parahydroxybenzoic acid in an aqueous solvent at a temperature equal to or above the transition 
temperature of parahydroxybenzoic acid. 

USPat '498 teaches the facile recovery of crystalline parahydroxybenzoic acid from an 
aqueous solution of dipotassium and/or monopotassium parahydroxybenzoate, incorporating 
thereto the use of solvents like alcohols (see column 3 lines 12-14), acids like sulfuric acid (see 
column 1 lines 48-50), and water (see column 1 lines 51-52) at temperatures suitable for the 
solubility of the parahydroxybenzoic acid and carried out at temperatures of from 40°C to 80°C 
(see column 3 lines 26-56). Whereupon, USPat'498 teaches that the recovery process results to 
particle size that can include thicker needles and a higher bulk density and an improved 
flowability (see column 5 lines 1-7). 

As to the reference of the instant claims to the terms "transition temperature", "angle of 
repose" and "specific surface area", the examiner takes the stand that these terms and/or 
characteristics are not a showing of unexpected results, but are peripheral to the purification 
process as taught by USPaf 498 and a skilled artisan in the art at the time of the invention would 
reconcile these terms to the solubility, bulk density, flowability and better handling, respectively, 
of the ensuing purified or recovered crystalline parahydroxybenzoic acid. 

It is clear that USPat' 498 anticipates the instant invention. 
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Telephone Inquiry 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to MLouisa Lao, Ph.D. whose telephone number is 571-272-9930. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30am to 5:30pm Mondays to Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Thurman Page can be reached on 571-272-0602. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

mil 01-05-2007 
MLouisa Lao, Ph.D 
Examiner 
Art Unit 1621 




For THURMAN PAGE 

Supervisory Patent Examiner 
GAU 1621 



